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Soweto learners embrace
fruit message
Fifty boxes of oranges from a farm in Limpopo were
delivered to the Senyamo Primary School in the heart
of Soweto - to the delight of hundreds of learners. The
oranges - Midknights of 50 boxes - contained 64
oranges each and are among South Africa's top citrus
exports. Midknights cultivars have been exported to
countries such as China, Hong Kong, India, Bangladesh,
Europe, Middle East, Russia, Canada and United Kingdom.
The supply of oranges was part of an outreach visit
from Fruit SA to the public primary school which has a
total number of 540 learners with 35 staff members.
The school is situated in Dobsonville, and classes are
from Grade R to 7.
Many children from this school come from poor families. A school uniform is important to upholding the
school’s image but more importantly, to give pupils a
sense of belonging. The school’s Head of Department,
Mr Tshililo Mudau invited Fruit SA for the commemoration of Youth Day on June 16. He requested Fruit SA to
donate school uniforms for the under-privileged pupils
at the school.
As a representative body of the South African fruit
industry; Fruit SA, in agreement with the school used
the opportunity to inform learners about the nutritional value of fruit - a message which resonated with
learners and educators alike. Mr Charles Rossouw, a
director of the Citrus Growers’ Association board and
citrus farmer generously donated boxes of oranges
which were transported from his farm in Limpopo to
Soweto. >

Soweto learners embrace fruit message
---------------------------------------A mountain of goodwill for QwaQwa
---------------------------------------Funding boost for transformation
---------------------------------------Horticulture for Africa
---------------------------------------Promoting good labour relations
---------------------------------------SIZA membership for smallholders
---------------------------------------Advocacy for nutrition
---------------------------------------New appointments
---------------------------------------Healthy lifestyles and fruit
---------------------------------------CEO's note
---------------------------------------Fruit SA Market Access

Contact details
E-mail:

admin@fruitsa.co.za or

-------------------------------intern@fruitsa.co.za

--------------------------------

Website: www.fruitsa.co.za
Tel:

-------------------------------+27 12 007 1150

--------------------------------

Address: Grain Building, Agri-Hub Office Park, 477
Witherite Road, The Willows, Pretoria, 0400

DID YOU

know?

According to Statistics South Africa (2017)
households in the country generally spend
more on beer than they do on fruit and
vegetables. Beer accounts for about 2,1% of a
household’s total spending, while vegetables
make up 1,5% of the entire household budget
and fruit only 0,3%.
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Awareness and information

A mountain of goodwill for
QwaQwa

When learners were asked where fruits originate from,
they confidently shouted “sefateng” which means "from
trees" in Sesotho. The Fruit SA team took the opportunity to create awareness around the benefits of fruit as
well as fruit production. Other focus points of the
presentation where around:

A giant food mountain made from various food donations was on display on World Food Day which took
place in Phuthaditjhaba, QwaQwa; in the Free State
Province on the 16th of October. Hundreds of food
parcels were distributed to disadvantaged households
in the area.

• The contribution of fruit to our health and economy;
• Programmes of the South African Fruit industry; and
• How the youth can be part of the fruit industry.

World Food Day aims to raise awareness to food
challenges and promote unity in the struggle against
hunger, malnutrition and poverty. Annual campaigns
and events are organised in over 150 countries across
the world, to emphasise the importance of publicprivate partnerships in ensuring food security and
nutritious diets for all.

Dr Konanani Liphadzi, CEO of Fruit SA encouraged
learners by sharing her life journey on how education
can unlock opportunities and help them realise their
dreams. She said, “I too was once a learner, sitting
where you are. However, during my time we didn’t even
have classrooms, but learned under a tree. Although I
was taught under a tree, I still had a dream and I
pursued it.”

Dr Liphadzi engaging learners at Senyamo Primary School.

The main objective of the 2017 event - where Fruit SA
was co-sponsor - was to create awareness around food
security and to highlight common areas of concern in
agriculture, which affects millions of people in South
Africa. The theme for this year was: Change the Future
of Migration: Invest in Food Security and Rural Development.
Partnerships for change
The Minister of the
Department of
Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries, Mr Senzeni
Zokwana invited Fruit SA
and other organisations to
attend and participate as
co-sponsors of the event.
Zokwana together with the Free State MEC of Agriculture, Oupa Khoabane visited several household farming
projects in the community of Phuthaditjhaba; and
planted a food garden during these visits.
Fruit SA participated as an exhibitor and shared information with community members through pamphlets,
booklets and career guidance to young people. Community members also had the opportunity to learn
more about the health and nutritional value of fruit.
Minister Zokwana highlighted the need for partnerships between industry stakeholders and communities
to tackle unemployment. The Minister believes that
agriculture and stakeholders can find ways to assist in
the eradication of poverty and hunger, by strengthening value chains to reduce rural to city migration and
create local opportunities.
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Funding boost for
transformation
Since 2015 the Western Cape Department of Agriculture contributed about R22 million towards the support
of BBBEE Initiatives in the table grape Industry. The
South African Table Grape Industry (SATI) welcomes the
support from the National and Provincial Department
of Agriculture for the Comprehensive Agricultural
Support Programme (CASP) funding availed to the
BBBEE Initiatives in the Western Cape, through their
commodity approach.
SATI contributes towards these transformation initiatives through advisory and information services,
technical assistance, training of beneficiaries, subsidising of planting material, CPAC administrative tasks in
accordance with the standard operating procedures
provided by the Western Cape Department of Agriculture.
SATI also subsidizes the meetings and BBBEE
representative’s costs to partake in the assessment and
allocation process.

land reform in the sector through their corporate social
investment initiatives.

Horticulture
for Africa
The African
Development
Bank has developed a
new initiative called the
Technologies for African
Agricultural Transformation
- a knowledge and innovationbased response to scale up
technologies across Africa in the sector.
The initiative together with the - Feed Africa Strategy aims to eliminate the massive importation of food to
Africa and transform its economies by targeting the
sector as a major source of economic diversification
and job creation.
Twenty-five African countries have confirmed their
interest and readiness to participate in the initiative,
and help transform agriculture on the continent. The
African Development Bank identified a number of key
commodities that will benefit from this initiative which
are rice, cassava, pearl millet, sorghum, groundnut,
cowpea, livestock, maize, soya bean, cocoa, coffee,
cashew, oil palm, horticulture, beans, wheat and fish.
Industry development

Team from the farm Vergelegen in Robertson

Social investment initiatives
Over this period smallholder projects and the commercialisation of the black farmers received a tremendous
boost. These funds and contributions from other
financing institutions were utilised to enable black
farmers to expand with the latest varieties, improve
mechanisation, and provide production inputs
One of the supported businesses was enabled to pack
90% of their harvest on-farm in their renovated pack
shed since the land reform business was initiated. Two
of these initiatives packed their first harvest (about 120
000 4,5 kg equivalent cartons) this season.
All the businesses supported in this period packed
close to 385 000 4, 5 kg equivalent cartons during the
2016/2017 season while all of them are expanding this
planting season.
SATI invites supplier businesses of agricultural inputs,
machinery, infrastructure, and financing to contact the
table grape industry or the department of agriculture
to contribute towards meaningful transformation and

South Africa produced 16, 7% and 27,3% of the total
southern hemisphere crop for apples and pears respectively in the 2016 season, a slight increase year-on-year
from 2015.
Over the past six years, South Africa produced roughly
1, 15% of global apple production. Pear production, in
turn, accounts for 1, 72% of global production. This is a
0, 15% increase over the past six seasons. (USDA 2017 WAPA, 2017).
In 2017, export demand, especially in Middle-Eastern
and African countries came under pressure. On-going
efforts by the Fruit Industry Value Chain Round Tables,
in South Africa, together with organised fruit industries
and the national government, to support market access
and facilitate trade negotiations, are bearing positive
results.
The African Development Bank initiative intends to
mobilize US $1 billion to help scale up technologies
across Africa and to implement targeted actions that
seeks to contribute additional food production and lift
about 250 million Africans out of poverty by 2025.
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Promoting good labour relations

National Minimum Wage

The South African fruit sector is one of the largest
employers in the agricultural sector, and thus views its
human resource component as its most valuable asset.
The industry developed a value statement for stakeholders focused on human rights issues such as ethical
behaviour, freedom of association, transformation, and
environmental stewardship.

Cabinet recently approved the National Minimum Wage
Bill, Basic Conditions of Employment Amendment Bill
and Labour Relations Amendment Bill.

Dr Konanani Liphadzi, CEO of Fruit SA, says that it was
necessary to develop such a declaration of intent on
the basis of shared values to inform what the sector do
and how it works.
"These values are the yardstick by which we measure
ourselves but more importantly for society to hold us
accountable. As a highly labour intensive and rapidly
growing sub-sector, the fruit industry is a major
contributor to employment - employing roughly 300
000 people annually, therefore our people are our most
valued asset," she said.

In February 2017, representatives from government,
business, labour and the community sector signed
agreements at the National Economic Development
and Labour Council (Nedlac) on measures to
strengthen labour stability and collective bargaining
and on how to introduce a National Minimum Wage.
The Bill makes provision for the introduction of a
minimum wage of R20 per hour, which is due to come
into effect on 1 May 2018. There are a few exceptions to
the National Minimum Wage which include:
The minimum wage for farm workers will be 90%
of R20 per hour (R18 per hour);
---------------------------------------The minimum wage for domestic workers will be
75% of R20 per hour (R15 per hour);
---------------------------------------The minimum wage for workers on an Expanded
Public Works Programme is R11 per hour.
Nedlac social partners have agreed that the farm,
forestry and domestic sectors will be brought up to
100% of the National Minimum Wage within two years,
pending research by the National Minimum Wage
Commission.

SIZA membership for
smallholders

Stable policy environment
According to Anton Rabe, Hortgro Executive Director
and a Board Member of Fruit SA, the deciduous fruit
industry is committed to improving the lives of all
workers in the agricultural sector and acknowledges
that not enough has been done to transform the sector.
"Our point of view is, you can’t drive transformation in
an environment where there isn’t economic sustainability and policy certainty. We have made great progress
with many things that are within our control, but there
are things that fall outside our control within the
Government and policy domain which hamper many of
our efforts,” he said.
Fruit SA strives through, its facilitative role, to contribute to a growing, profitable, sustainable and equitable
fruit industry in South Africa within the context of the
National Development Plan.

In order to support smallholder producers to benchmark themselves against the South African labour law
and to become compliant with local and international
market requirements, SIZA developed a new membership level (Level 1C) on the SIZA Platform for such
producers.
SIZA, the Sustainability Initiative of South Africa,
provides a platform for agricultural stakeholders to
ensure ethical and environmentally sustainable trade.
This will allow SIZA to monitor emerging producers
over a three year period in order to allow them the time
to increase their production capacity and prepare them
for assurance and certification in order to expand their
market access in a step-up approach towards sustainable businesses.
SIZA started in 2016 in conjunction ABSA and the
Western Cape Department of Agriculture as well as
independent and recognized SIZA training companies
with 50 farmers, drawn from 118 developing citrus
growers in Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Eastern Cape, North
West and KwaZulu-Natal, as well as 23 smallholder
farmers in the Western Cape. >
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Basic ethical trade facilitator training commenced over
the last two years and the programme consists of the
following:

Malnutrition aﬀects every country in the world in
various forms, however Africa is particularly hard hit.

The global malnutrition crisis endangers
the physical and mental wellbeing of
present and future generations

•
•
•
•

Ethical Trade Training
Pre-Audit Assessment
Registration on the SIZA Platform
Completion of the Self-Assessment Questionnaire
(SAQ)
• Social/Ethical Auditing where requested and when
ready
• Pre-audit assessment assistance to ensure that gaps
identified to comply with the SIZA standard has been
addressed.

says Kofi Annan of the Kofi Annan Foundation.
Without the proper nutrients during the first 1,000 days
of life starting from conception up to their second
birthday, children are less likely to survive childhood
diseases such as malaria and pneumonia, and are less
likely to escape poverty as adults. They become physically and cognitively stunted, a fate that has befallen 11
million of Nigeria’s children under five.

The SIZA third party social audit programme is not a
pass/fail exercise. The purpose of the audit is to identify
areas on the site that are non-compliant and require
corrective actions and improvement. The aim of the
SIZA programme is to support producers in ensuring
there is compliance and on-going improvement in
labour conditions on their sites.

The Global Nutrition Summit 2017 in Milan, Italy,
convened governments, cities, international agencies,
foundations, civil society organizations and businesses
to accelerate the global response to malnutrition, an
underlying causes of nearly half of all global child
deaths.

SIZA invites all smallholder producers to register as a
Level 1C member on the Platform in order to be
assisted in becoming compliant with requirements.
Level 1C membership for smallholders is being subsidized by SIZA.
For more information or help with the registration process,
please contact Lynn Taute at the SIZA email:
info@siza.co.za

Advocacy for nutrition
A Global Nutrition Report, shows that, in spite of
progress, 155 million children globally are still stunted
and the world is off track on meeting internationally
agreed nutrition targets.

The governments of Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso
and Zambia made commitments to expand their
nutrition programmes and the Summit succeeded in
galvanizing US$3.4 billion according to the organisers.

Picture by Glenneis Kriel

Financing to tackle malnutrition has been alarmingly
low. Donors spend about 0.5 percent of overseas aid on
nutrition, and countries allocate between one and two
percent of their health budgets to the issue.
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New appointments
South African women are making a significant impact
on agricultural transformation and development. This
follows the appointment and nomination of two
pioneering women in high-level agricultural roles, in
the fruit industry and a global research forum, respectively.

The GFAR is an inclusive global forum enabling stakeholders concerned with the future of agriculture and its
role in development around the world to come
together and address key global needs. Its headquarters is in Rome; where the forum is hosted by the Food
and Agriculture Organization.

Ms Bongiwe Njobe

Ms Vangile Titi-Msumza

Ms Vangile Titi-Msumza has joined the Fruit SA board
effective from the 1st of October 2017. She is a former
Deputy Director-General at the South African Department of Agriculture (2006-2010) and until recently
served as Minister of Agriculture to the South African
Embassy in Washington, D.C (2010-2016).

Njobe also serves as a director on the boards of the
deciduous fruit industry, Hortgro and Fruit SA. She has
more than 30 years’ experience in agricultural policy
practice, fast-moving consumer goods and sustainable
development in the public, private and nongovernmental sector in Africa and internationally.

Titi-Msumza's vast experience in various public sector
roles include; facilitating international market access
negotiations for animal and horticultural products as
well as providing strategic leadership in the formulation
and implementation of sector education and training
policy.

Industry Affairs Manager

From 1997 to 2002 she served as the Chief Director for
agriculture and veterinary services at the Gauteng
Provincial Government. In her recent portfolio in the
US, she amongst others engaged in policy on the Africa
Growth Opportunity Act (AGOA) and lobbied for the
support of food security initiatives in South-Africa and
Africa.

Vuyo Gxotiwe has been appointed as the Industry
Affairs Manager at Fruit SA. She studied a BSc. Agricultural Economics degree at the University of Pretoria
(UP) and after completion, commenced with her
Masters' Degree in the same field at UP. >

Vuyo Gxotiwe

Global Forum for Agricultural Research
Ms Bongiwe Njobe is the new Chair of the Global Forum
for Agricultural Research (GFAR). Njobe, who served as
the Director-General of the South African Department
of Agriculture between 1997 and 2005, will be
supported by Mr Raffaele Maria Mairona, from Italy,
who will be Vice-Chair.
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The Fruit SA family and staff wishes its stakeholders
and South Africans a joyous festive season and
happy new year!

In her Masters' she focuses on evaluating smallholder
farmer programmes carefully following the implementation process and the progress while teasing out all
the gaps and challenges involved in the design and
execution of the programmes.
Gxotiwe's research aims to develop a step-by-step
framework for the planning and evaluation of farmer
support programmes in South Africa. Her work experience includes a Research Assistant position at the
Bureau for Food and Agricultural Policy (BFAP) where
she worked extensively with both the private and the
public sector.

Ceo’s note
Dr Konanani Liphadzi

Healthy lifestyles and fruit
Japan enjoys the highest longevity amongst the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) countries and does relatively well in
improving health outcomes, but it has room to improve
in areas such as smoking rates and hospital stays,
according to the latest edition of a biennial health care
report.
It also boasts the lowest obesity rate of 3.7%, significantly lower than the OECD average of 19.4%. Healthy
lifestyles is put forward as one of the reasons for the
favourable health outcome. With a high per capita
consumption of fresh produce, and particularly citrus,
this could be an example for other nations to follow.
In particular, Japan has always been the highest per
capita consumer of grapefruit; a superfood when it
comes to health aspects. The country’s life expectancy
is 83.9 years compared to the OECD average of 80.6
years.
South Africa is still pursuing a long-outstanding matter
with the Japanese Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries. Since gaining access for clementine’s South
Africa has exported just one container - all attempts to
broaden the range of soft citrus varieties have been
unsuccessful.
The Japanese work on one cultivar at a time, which is
against the World Trade Organization laws. All soft
citrus cultivars have the same associated pests, and all
can be mitigated using the same treatment. (CGA)

As 2017 draws to an end it is inevitable that individuals,
organisations and the world will in their own ways, take
stock of the year that was. It is natural to measure
achievements, and look for new ways of tackling
existing or new problems. One of these challenges in
South Africa and in many countries is the issue food
and nutrition security.
The South African Human Rights Commission (SAHRC)
early this year released a report titled: The Right Access
to Nutritious Food in South Africa. One of the questions
posed to stakeholders in the report relates to our
understanding of the right to food.
The realisation of food nutrition for example is a complex issue and speaks to a range of interconnected
challenges. The report states, that South Africa - like
many middle-income countries - is experiencing what
is referred to as a nutrition transition, which is defined
by a shift to more processed foods that are, generally
higher in saturated fats, sugars and salt - and to diets
which are low in fruit and vegetables.
Targeted education campaigns to improve nutrition
and food choices, are some of the solutions proposed in
the report. Following Fruit SA's outreach visit to the
Senyamo Primary School in Soweto, it is clear that
schools can be a critical space to influence on healthy
eating habits. This is indeed a shared responsibility.
Fruit SA notes the report's proposals for a revised
nutrition menu for the National School Nutrition
Programme, designed by the Department of Health.
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Fruit SA Market Access
By Dr Mono Mashaba, Market Development

Fruit SA undertook a number of global
country visits in 2017 to pursue market
access opportunities and its development
agenda. The countries visited are India,
Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, China including Hong Kong, Korea and Japan.
These countries were selected due to the fact
they are in the top 10 importing countries
except for India. The All-Asia market value for
temperate fruit imports is $14 billion (USD)
and the top 10 markets comprise 91 % ($ 12.8
billion-USD) of the total import value.

Phytosatinary issues

[*See table on the right]

South Africa fruit trade
There has also been a significant growth in the past 10
years in the region. During 2005 total imports to the
region was 4 million tons and in 2016 the growth was
more than 120% to a staggering 9.6 million tons. The
imports included intra-Asia trade and South African
with its peers in the Southern Hemisphere which
contributed about 20% of all imports at a tune of 1, 9
million tons. The figures below indicate that South
Africa is only second in its peer group after Chile with
497 644 tons (26%) which constitutes about 18% of the
country’s total fruit trade with the rest of the World.

Country
------------Chile
------------South Africa
------------New Zealand
------------Australia
------------Peru
------------Argentina
------------Uruguay
------------Total

Volume in T
------------526,775
------------497,644
------------478,311
------------314,479
------------96,381
------------26,230
------------2,145
------------1,941,965

South Africa only contributes about 26% as in the
above pie-chart which illustrate the potential that the
region is offering. The visit to the region was aimed at
maintaing, optimising and broadening market access
for fruits into this region which has become the global
economic development hub of the world fueled by
China.
In the meetings with government agencies, importers
and potential importers, interest was expressed in
regard to accessing South African fruit. Phytosatinary
issues in Thailand, Philippines, China, Korea, Japan and
Vietnam remains the biggest hindrance. In India, high
tarrifs also makes accessing that market very difficult.
Fruit SA’s focus during the visits was mainly to lobby
regulatory authorities of these targeted countries for
market access.

*Dr Mashaba (left, front) during one of the 2017 visits.
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